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JESUS REASSURES HIS HESITANT DISCIPLES.

ROSTERS:
TODAY:
Prayer/
Announcements:
Ken
Lord’s Supper:
Simon
Song Leader:
David Nelson
Lesson &
Discussion Group:
Titus

Greeter:
Kathy
Morning Tea:
Barry & Judith
Counting
Contribution:
Kathy

NEXT WEEK
9 August 2020

Prayer/
Announcements:
Barry
Lord’s Supper:
Richard
Song Leader:
Raymond
Lesson &
Discussion Group:
Peter

Greeter:
Paige
Morning Tea:
Peter & Marguerite
Counting
Contribution:
Richard

We call Matt 28:17-20 the “Great Commission”. Perhaps a term not
known back then but the mammoth task certainly was. The eleven
disciples met the risen Christ on a mountain in Galilee, as verse 17
informs us, “They worshipped Him but - some doubted” perhaps an
indication of their young age. Jesus was aged 30 at the beginning of His
ministry (Lk 3:23) and judging by His trips to Jerusalem for the Passover
He would have been 33 at the time. We also know that Jesus was a Rabbi
(John 1:49) and students were usually younger than a Rabbi. Jesus
didn’t rebuke them as in Mark 16:14 for their stubbornness and lack of
faith, rather He chose to draw near to them to reassure them over
whatever caused some to doubt, but proceeded with His all-inclusive
statement that “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me” (v
18). Jesus again reassured the eleven, “And surely I am with you always
to the very end of the age”. We all struggle at times with those pesky
doubts which creep into our minds especially those of us who think we
have all the answers. Therefore, to literally take Jesus at His word can be
a challenge to the educated and the proud especially when Jesus’ speaks
so plainly. We look to read between the lines, imagining things that aren’t
there. Jesus said, “I tell you the truth anyone who will not receive the
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it” applies to all of us
(Luke 18:17). Well there it is: “Go and make disciples of all nations
baptizing and teaching them…” could hardly be any simpler. Intellectual
show offs like the rich young man who wanted to debate with Jesus; “Who
is my neighbor?” miss the whole point of what Jesus is saying. “The
harvest is plentiful but the workers are few” (Matt 9:37). Could it be that
we have confined to four walls once a week, what is designed to be a
24/7 people movement out in the market place transforming our cities and
nations? and have we restricted ministry to professionally trained
specialists, rather than ministry being the work of all the saints? I believe
so! The market place is “out there” in our workplace, the office, the
hospitable home, the sports field, and especially the poor!! The church
was never meant to remain in lockdown. Jesus put the great commission
into the hands of some who doubt, but giving reassurance for such folk of
any age that perfection is not a requirement for reaching out in some
practical way. Jesus was present on that mountain in Galilee that day to
encourage the timid, the same way as He does today through our
dedication to His Word and prayer. “And surely I am with you always to
the very end of the age”. Our Lord knows we are capable just as we are,
- doubts will be solved by perseverance. We have a partnership with God
to complete the task He gave to His disciples. “The Lord has assigned to
each his task, I planted the seed, Apollos watered it but God made it grow
so neither he who plants or He who waters is anything, but only God who
makes things grow” (1 Corinthians 3:5-7). Therefore; there should be no
envy or rivalry between God’s workers. Someone said, “WITHOUT GOD
WE CAN’T, BUT WITHOUT US HE WON’T”. Who else will tell the good
news of Jesus in word and deed but the church, in all its frailty?
John Shepherd.

FAMILY NEWS
Welcome to our worship this morning
especially David and Mary Nelson,
David is leading the singing today.
Please keep John and Anne in your
prayers. John has spent time last
week in hospital. He now needs to
use a wheelchair and is sleeping a
lot.
Moira is in Princess Alexandra, If
anyone is visiting her could they
please take a newsletter and read it
to her.
Julie Gardner asked for prayers for
Izaak (9yrs) and his parents. Izaak
has an enlarged kidney and will have
to have it removed.
David Steel will be bringing us the
lesson and discussion group on the 16 th
August.
Singing at Summerset on the 12th of
August at 1.30pm
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Those with health issues: Izaak, Moira, Michael,
Sally, Marie, John, Rosalie, Les, Izaak, Judith
Bing, Judy Bannister and Judy Martin.
Personal growth and outreach opportunities.
The men as they lead the body.
Our Missionary workers in Fiji and Vanuatu.
The Coronavirus (COVID 19) as it spreads around
the world. There are many different treatments
available out there that have been successful,
may they become universal and bring an end to
this pandemic.
Those who are alone and are struggling, May we
all reach out to them through prayer as well as the
phone and internet and visiting.
The elections are coming up in September,
may the people of New Zealand make the right
choice when they are casting their vote.
2020 will bring the truth to all those searching and
even those who are not aware. On Tuesday
Angus brought a friend with him for tea. Peter also
dinned with us and when he left he gave them all
an invitation to Worship. After he left , Rereao
asked a lot of question about the
church, may his search for God be
fruitful

The de Frere’s and Blair's are meeting
in the Blair home next week as Titus is
setting up a house church. Titus will
discuss his visions and ideas for the
church here in Napier and throughout
NZ during discussion time
If anyone is visiting John and Anne
after Worship could they please take
them the Lord’s Supper.

Meeting times.
Prayers: All the time,
Morning Tea: Sunday, 10am
Worship: Sunday – 10.30am
-- 4pm
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